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Brief examination of fourBrief examination of four
questionsquestions

 What are the forces driving forest managementWhat are the forces driving forest management
in the Maritimes?in the Maritimes?

 What are the major barriers to transboundaryWhat are the major barriers to transboundary
biodiversity conservation?biodiversity conservation?

 What Opportunities Exist?What Opportunities Exist?

 What are the most important resources/steps toWhat are the most important resources/steps to
achieve this?achieve this?



GenerallyGenerally

 Maritime Canada is different than the U.S.Maritime Canada is different than the U.S.
 Provincial governments in the region are more concernedProvincial governments in the region are more concerned

with economic development issueswith economic development issues

 NB and NS are NB and NS are ““poor cousinspoor cousins”” in the Confederation in the Confederation

 3 Provincial priorities3 Provincial priorities
 Economic developmentEconomic development

 Health CareHealth Care

 EducationEducation

 Environment is a Environment is a ““second tiersecond tier”” issue issue

 Interest groups have less influence than in the U.S.Interest groups have less influence than in the U.S.



1. Major drivers of forest1. Major drivers of forest
managementmanagement

 In NB, Crown forests are multiple use withIn NB, Crown forests are multiple use with
power for allocation vested in Ministerpower for allocation vested in Minister

 NB is 2nd most forest industry-dependentNB is 2nd most forest industry-dependent
province in Canadaprovince in Canada

 Employment, royalties, and forest enterprise-Employment, royalties, and forest enterprise-
based taxes are critical for governmentbased taxes are critical for government

 Sustainable forest management will continueSustainable forest management will continue
to emphasize economic objectivesto emphasize economic objectives



1. Major drivers of forest1. Major drivers of forest
managementmanagement

Growing recognition of climate change-relatedGrowing recognition of climate change-related
forest management, but public and privateforest management, but public and private
policy change still lags a bit.policy change still lags a bit.

Increased concern for insect/disease vulnerabilityIncreased concern for insect/disease vulnerability

Research is convincingResearch is convincing

Planting mixes are beginning to reflectPlanting mixes are beginning to reflect
““warmer-wetterwarmer-wetter”” predictions predictions

Strong CFS leadershipStrong CFS leadership



1. Major drivers of forest1. Major drivers of forest
managementmanagement

 Developing forest biomass-based energyDeveloping forest biomass-based energy
projects will complicate biodiversityprojects will complicate biodiversity
conservation on private lands in particularconservation on private lands in particular

 Increased competition for wood fiber isIncreased competition for wood fiber is
already causing problems with biomassalready causing problems with biomass
generation in Maine and Quebecgeneration in Maine and Quebec

 Haul costs limit economic viabilityHaul costs limit economic viability



1. Major drivers of forest1. Major drivers of forest
managementmanagement

 Demographic changeDemographic change::

 25% of NB forest owned by 25% of NB forest owned by PWOPWO’’ss
 Coincident with high importance/highCoincident with high importance/high

threatthreat

 Average age: ~55Average age: ~55

 Much of area in St. John WatershedMuch of area in St. John Watershed
and Fundy coastand Fundy coast



Source: C. Belair
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2.2. Major barriers to trans-boundaryMajor barriers to trans-boundary
biodiversity conservationbiodiversity conservation

 Good science is Good science is necessarynecessary but ultimately but ultimately
insufficientinsufficient to sway public policy in the to sway public policy in the
MaritimesMaritimes

““There is growing scientific consensus that science-based landscape conservation is theThere is growing scientific consensus that science-based landscape conservation is the
most powerful tool for protecting biodiversity today. This approach is a proven andmost powerful tool for protecting biodiversity today. This approach is a proven and
powerful tool. Coupled with the collaborative spirit and resources of our members andpowerful tool. Coupled with the collaborative spirit and resources of our members and
partners, it will allow us to establish protected, large core areas, buffer them via well-partners, it will allow us to establish protected, large core areas, buffer them via well-
managed stewardship lands, and ensure functional habitat connectivity betweenmanaged stewardship lands, and ensure functional habitat connectivity between
protected areas, and across the entireprotected areas, and across the entire ecoregion ecoregion..””

 Conservation community must be able toConservation community must be able to
make compelling make compelling economiceconomic arguments arguments
for their strategyfor their strategy



2.2. Major barriers to trans-Major barriers to trans-
boundary biodiversityboundary biodiversity

conservationconservation

 Lack of financial resources for privateLack of financial resources for private
land conservation institutionsland conservation institutions

 We donWe don’’t have the muscle of TPL andt have the muscle of TPL and
TNCTNC



3.3. Opportunities?Opportunities?

•• On Private LandOn Private Land::

•• Demographic transition allows potentialDemographic transition allows potential
increase in targeted purchase/donationincrease in targeted purchase/donation

•• Elimination of income trusts probablyElimination of income trusts probably
reduces involvement of TIMOs/reduces involvement of TIMOs/REITsREITs

•• Wagner and partners in Nova ScotiaWagner and partners in Nova Scotia

•• Acadian Timber Income Fund in NBAcadian Timber Income Fund in NB



Source: C. Belair

NTNB



3. Opportunities?3. Opportunities?

•• On Crown Land:On Crown Land:

•• QC and NB are contemplating TriadQC and NB are contemplating Triad
managementmanagement

•• NB is reviewing options forNB is reviewing options for
reallocating Crown land policyreallocating Crown land policy

•• Brief review of Erdle Task ForceBrief review of Erdle Task Force
OptionsOptions
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Most Important resources/steps?Most Important resources/steps?

•• Conservation community mustConservation community must
develop capability to deliver usefuldevelop capability to deliver useful
economic information economic information AS WELL ASAS WELL AS
science in public policy deliberationsscience in public policy deliberations..
•• Example:  David Brower and Echo Park DamExample:  David Brower and Echo Park Dam


